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phering its target audience. In the preface the editors state their
belief that the book “may be particularly useful for the increasing
numbers of vascular and other surgeons who are taking on dialy-
sis. . .” If so, this book will be too simple for most. Most trained
vascular surgeons would look on this book as a primer, suitable for
junior residents who need access to basic data and have little time
for detailed or sophisticated discussion. Even with that as the goal,
this book is not as efficient as the pertinent chapter in “Decision
making in vascular surgery.” Also, the editors made little room in
this “simplified” version to enlighten the reader concerning unan-
swered questions related to dialysis access. For example, one au-
thor sees little need for preoperative evaluation if physical exami-
nation demonstrates adequate arteries and veins, while another
believes every patient should undergo a detailed venous examina-
tion in the noninvasive vascular laboratory. This problem extends
to how these patients should be followed up and when interven-
tions should be attempted to prevent access failure. In summary,
this book belongs in the lending library of surgical services where
residents are beginning their experience with patients who require
dialysis access. In that setting the book is a valuable introductory
resource.
Dan Walsh, MD
Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center
Lebanon, NH
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The importance of platelet function is increasingly clear in the
practice of vascular surgery. Moreover, with increasing volumes of
endovascular experience by practicing vascular surgeons, the need
for safe, reliable, and rapid inhibition of platelet function becomes
imperative. This is a timely release of the 2nd edition of Platelet
glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibitors in cardiovascular disease, by the
investigators who characterized the utility of these drugs in trials.
Although this text is largely aimed at interventional cardiologists,
most vascular surgeons involved in peripheral intervention will be
an equally good audience.
The book is divided into four sections, each of which stands
easily on its own. The first section is a solid, up-to-date review of
atherosclerosis and platelet physiology. Included also in this sec-
tion is an interesting historic perspective on the development of the
IIb/IIIa inhibitor family of drugs. The second and third sections
are exclusively dedicated to coronary intervention and ischemic
syndromes. The important trials of IIb/IIIa inhibitors in percuta-
neous coronary intervention are outlined here, including diagrams
of treatment strategy used in each trial. Each of the currently
available drugs is reviewed individually, and the final chapter of this
section provides a practical rationale regarding drug and dosing
choices. Although the discussion of coronary intervention may
seem of little interest to vascular surgeons, the section translates
easily to peripheral small vessel intervention.
The final section, “Practical issues and future applications,” is
relevant to any clinician involved in the care of patients who have
been exposed to IIb/IIIa inhibitors. Most useful are the individual
chapters on monitoring of these drugs and their interactions with
thrombin inhibitors such as low molecular weight heparin and
direct thrombin inhibitors.
Overall, the book is well-organized and well-written. It is easy
to read, and the first and final sections are relevant to all vascular
specialists. The section dealing with percutaneous coronary inter-
vention is best reserved for clinicians actively participating in
peripheral intervention.
Leila Mureebe, MD
University of Missouri Health Care
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